A THEORETICAL INTERLUDE

expressly mentioned were to be considered as typical. The difference
between these categories was dictated mainly by the degree of in-
dustrialization and capitalism existing in various areas. The list was
headed by China, because there the bourgeois-democratic revolution
had already been completed, and China clearly had to await only the
next stage, the proletarian revolution. As to India, it entered on the
path of industrialization more than any of the remaining areas, so
that the tasks had to be adapted to the existing situation there. As
to the problem where one could fit Iran into these divisions, the
answer was not easy because in some respects Iran closely resembled
China (the bourgeois-democratic revolution of Reza Khan was of an
anti-imperialist character), in some India (there was a fair degree
of industrialization in the province of Azerbaijan for example, with
uneven land tenure) and in some even the backward Arab countries
(elements of feudalism and nomad tribes were still much in evidence).
Thus it could be assumed that the tasks enumerated with regard to
China, India, and the Arab countries could all to some degree apply
to Iran. As the tasks of the Communists in China were formulated in
a more precise form than those for any other area, it may be useful to
reproduce them here, as basically applicable to an area like Iran as
well. They were:

The fundamental slogans through which the Party must seek to win over
the masses, are the following:

1.  Overthrow of imperialist domination.

2.  Confiscation of foreign enterprises and banks.

3.  Unity of the country, with recognition of the right of each nationality
to self-determination.

4.  Overthrow of the power of the militarists and the Kuomintang.

5.  Establishment of the power of Soviet of workers' and soldiers' repre-
sentatives.

6.  The 8-hour working day, increase of wages, assistance to the unem-
ployed and social insurance.

7.  Confiscation of all lands of big landlords, land for the peasants and
soldiers.

8.  The abolition of all governmental, militarist and local taxes and levies;
a single progressively graduated income tax.

9.  Alliance with the U.S.S.R. and the world proletarian movement.
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